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Abstract:

This report was prepared for the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission by the Bushfire Cooperative
Research Centre (CRC). The CRC commissioned a team lead by Professor John Handmer of RMIT to
undertake the work. Saturday 7 February 2009 brought the worst fire danger day in Victoria’s history.
Weather conditions were significantly worse than predicted, with a record high in Melbourne’s CBD of 46.4
degrees Celsius and higher temperatures elsewhere, very strong winds, and very low humidity. As a result
of the fires, 172 civilians perished on the day or subsequently from injuries received during the fires. In
accordance with the project brief, the project team relied solely on summaries prepared for each fatality by
the Royal Commission drawing on material collected by the Victoria Police. These were used to examine
the empirical basis for the community safety approach of “prepare, stay and defend or leave early”, known
in shorthand as “Stay or go”. Previous studies of bushfire fatalities were reviewed, and results are presented
in sections dealing with the vulnerabilities and preparedness intentions and actions of those who died, and
the defendability of the buildings they occupied. The demographics of those who died are compared with
historical bushfires and the population of the areas affected by fire in 2009. The final part of the report is
concerned with comparing results with previous understanding of bushfire fatalities, and the implications for
advice from fire agencies to the community as well as general implications for community bushfire safety.

Source: http://www.bushfirecrc.com/sites/default/files/managed/resource/review-fatalities-february-7.pdf   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event

Extreme Weather Event: Wildfires

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location
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 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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